Self-reported Pap smear screening in Austria.
In Austria, screening for cervical cancer is performed opportunistically since its introduction in the late 1960s and is free of charge. We report the results of a representative cross-sectional nation-wide population study, performed in 2005. Women aged 20-69 years were asked about knowledge, attitudes and behaviour with respect to cervical cancer. The results were compared to data of an identical study performed in 1995. In 2005, 95.7 % of all women aged 20-69 years knew about Pap smear screening (1995: 94.0 %), and 88.0 % were screened at least once (1995: 76.2 %). 52.6 % of all women can be classified to be screened optimally. The participation rate was lower in women living in rural areas and the proportion of never screened rises with increase of education. Significantly more PAP smears were taken by gynaecologists in 2005 as compared with 1995. Overall, compared to 1995, the participation rate has increased significantly. Future anti-cancer screening campaigns should contain messages especially targeted at young and well-educated women.